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Welcome to Worship! 
Lent is an ancient season of the church year that dates back to the 300s AD. Running from Ash 

Wednesday through Holy Saturday (the day before Easter Sunday), this season is a time for 

preparation and repentance as Christians walk alongside their Savior on his journey to the cross. 

In the early Christian Church, catechumens (those studying the faith) were instructed during Lent.  

 

The Sundays between Ash Wednesday and Holy Saturday are not counted in the 40 days of Lent. 

Rather, these Sundays serve as islands of refreshment during the somber Lenten season and 

remind God’s people that every Sunday is a little Easter. 

 

This year, our Lenten midweek services will follow the theme “His Final Steps.” Through a look at 

the significance of the people and places that Jesus encountered on his resolute final steps to the 

cross, we will ponder the depths of our Savior’s love for us. 

 

Worship Notes 
It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill your heart 

with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that Jesus Christ is our 

Savior from sin. 

 

If you need assistance with anything during worship—including large-print service folders and 

assisted listening devices—please ask one of our ushers. Restrooms are located at the far end of 

the entry area. Small children can be taken into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed during the worship service. Changing tables 

are available in the mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card (included with the 

service folder or located online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). Completed cards may be placed in 

the baskets by the exit. 
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Opening Hymn Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 420 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

    in our thoughts, 

    in our words, 

    in our deeds, 

    and in all that we have not done. 

    Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Deliver and restore us, 

        that we may rest in peace. 

  

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,  

    and in him we are forgiven.  

Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun,  

    when we shall serve him in newness of life. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Psalm Psalm 32 
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Blessed is the one whose transgressions are for- / given, 

    whose sins are / covered. 

Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count a- / gainst them 

    and in whose spirit is / no deceit. 

When I kept silent, my bones wast- / ed away 

    through my groaning / all day long. 

For day and night your hand was heav- / y on me; 

    my strength was sapped as in the heat of / summer. 

Then I acknowledged my / sin to you 

    and did not cover up my in- / iquity. 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions / to the LORD.” 

    And you forgave the guilt / of my sin. Refrain 

 

You are my / hiding place; 

    you will protect me from / trouble. 

Many are the woes of the / wicked, 

    but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who / trusts in him. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain 

Text and music: Michael Guimont © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Lord, whenever we feel the crushing burden of our sin, show us again how blessed we are. You 

have lifted our transgressions from us. You have covered our sins with the robe of your Son’s 

righteousness. You no longer count our misdeeds against us. For this great deliverance, we rejoice 

and sing your saving name.  

Amen. 

 

Reading The Passion History 
The Passion History readings tell us of Jesus’ suffering 

and death as recorded by the four Gospel writers.  



pg. 6 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem (6:45 p.m.) Were You There 
Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Jill Fedon 

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Text: Public domain 

 

Hymn of the Day Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 
Christian Worship 394 

 

Sermon John 12:1-11 
 

His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration 

 

 1Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 

raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was 

among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an 

expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house 

was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

 4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5“Why wasn’t 

this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6He did not say 

this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he 

used to help himself to what was put into it.  
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 7“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day 

of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 

 9Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of 

him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans 

to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and 

believing in him. 

 

Offering 
Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our  

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated 

to give an offering. All worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder). Physical offerings and Connection Cards 

can be left in the basket on your way out of church. To submit your 

offering electronically or fill out a Connection Card online, scan the QR code or 

visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Hymn Luther’s Evening Prayer 
Christian Worship 782 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.sjtosa.org/offering
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Tune: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night, so that we who 

are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world may rest in your eternal 

changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Lord’s Prayer 
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Tune: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis 
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Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Blessing 
The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep 

us. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Now the Light Has Gone Away 
Christian Worship 784 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Mandy Treder, organ 

St. John’s School instrumental students (3:30 p.m.) 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer   



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 
Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 
Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 
Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 
Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 

 

 

Pastors 
Pastor Joel Leyrer 
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Eric Schroeder 
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Joel Schwartz 
joel.schwartz@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Chinese Outreach  

Pastor 
Pastor Joshua Yu 
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Principal 
Mr. Dan Markgraf 
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Church Office 
7809 Harwood Ave 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-7831 
church@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Office 
1278 Dewey Avenue  
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-4214 
school@sjtosa.org 
   

 
 

 

Worship Services Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


